I could not, with every exertion fory
with the catior than we did. "I widhed o
g9 to Centreville the seoond day, which would hyye
taken us there on the 17th, and cosbled us, g {1
o5 they were concerned, to go inte action on the
19th instead of the 21st; but when I went forward
from Fairfax Court House, beyond Germantown,
to urge them forward, I was Lold it was impossible
for the men to twarch forward. They had vnly
come from Vienna, abont 6 miles. and it way gt
more thas 64 miles farther to Centreville—in « ||
s march of 12§ miles; but the men wora fior.

weary, uot o much, I was told, by the distan
warched, ns by the time they I:.'Ili:hcu un io:ta
caused by the obstractions in the roid and the
tlow pace we bad to move to avoid dmbuseades.
Toe wen were, moreover, unaocustonied 1o march.
ing, their bedies not in condition for that kind of
work, and ot used to carrving even the load of
I'zht warelin~ ordor.

We erosed Bull Run wilk about 15,000 men of
ull artas, the orh dlvision { Miles' and Rioha=feoy's
brigade} the left, at Hiackburn's ford to Cog-
tret ile, atd Soheatn's brigado, of Trler's division,
un the left or “"e yoad, noar the stone bridgs, not
participatic, «a the main sotion.

The wuwber. opposzed to us have beon vari usly
estimatcd. I may safely say, and avoid even (he
sppearance of exaggeration, that the enemy bro't
wp sl bo vould, which were mot hept engaged
elsewhere.  Ile had notice of cur coming on the
15th, wpd bad from that time until the 215t 1o
bring up whatever he had, 1t iz known that in
estiwating the foree to go against Mana-sas, [ en-
gaged wot to have to do with the enemy’s forces
under Johnston, then kopt it Sheck in the valley
by Mnj Gon, Patterson, or those kept engaged uy
Mui, bea. Butier: wod T Kuow that every effort
was made by the Genoral-in-chief tnat this shouid
be dove, and that even if Jobnston joined Besure.
gard, it would not be becanse he could be foliowed
by Gien. Patterson, bnt fromn causes not nevessary
for me to rofer to, if 1 koew them sll.

This was not done, and the enemy was free to as-
semble from every direction, in numbers only
limited by the amount of the railroad rolling
#lock and his supply of provisions. To the forces,
therafore, we drove in from Fairfax Court House,
Fuirfax Station, Germantown aad Centreville and
hom under d &t Manassas, must be
added those under J from Winchester, and
those brought up by Davis from Rictmond to oth-
er places at the South, to which is to be added the
levy en masre, ordered by the Rickmond suthori-
ties, which was ordered to assemble at Manassas,
W hst all this amounted to, T eannot say—eertain-
Iy much more than we attacked them with.
I could not, as I have said, more early pash op
faster, nor could T delay, A large and the best
part of my forces were three meonths’ voluntoors
whose term of sorvice was about to cxpire, bot
wio were sent forward as having long enough to
sorve for the purpose of the axrcdition. Un the
eve of battle the Fourth Pennsylvania rogiment of
volunteers, and th ¢ battery of volunteer nrtillery
of the New York Eighth militin, whose term of
service expired, insdsted on their discharge. |
wrote to the regiment, expressing a request for
them to remain a ehort time, and the Hon. Seere-
tary of '!Tu. who was at the time on the ground,
tried fo indoce the battery to remain at least 5
dayr. Butin vain. They insisted on their dis-
charge that night. It was granted; and the pext
morning, when the army moved forward into hat-
tle, these troops moved to the rear to the sound of
the eoewy’s cannon.

In the next fow days, day by day, I should
bave lust ten thousand of the best urmed, drilled,
officerod ad disiplined troops in the army. In
other words, every day which mdded to the
strength of the coemy made us weaker.

In' conclusion, I desire to say, in reference ta
the events of the 21st ult, that the general order
for the battle to which I referred was, with
slight modifications, literally corformed to] that
the corps were brought over Doll Run ia the
manner  proposed, and pat ioto actionas before

arranged, and that up to late in the afternoon
every movement ordered was carrying us snocess.
fully to the object we bad proposed before start.
ing—that of gotting fothe ralrond lepding from
) to the valley of Virginia, and going on |
it far envogh to break up and destroy the eom-
munication and intervicw: botween the forces
under Boauregard and thoso under Johnston
Andcould we have fought a day or s few hours

sooner, thore is everything te show how we eonld
bave contivued sucoessful, even agnioxt the wdds
with which wo contended,
I have the honur Lo be, very respectfully, your |
mort obedient serrant,
IEWIN MeDOWELL,
B ig tien. Comwanding.

[Our Army Correspondeace. |
FROM THE THIRD REGLMINT,

Casy Lyew, Chnin Dridge,
hn-hi!‘:gtn*, Ang 5 1=l

Mecwrn, Editore of i Free Prons

and efficient cflicer, and he has the best wishes of | th
all under his command. Dut #s for bie loading :":
the company rhrough the battle, 1 bardly think | 5,
that Mr. Shaw (from whow the i formation put- | bj
ports to come) will admit that any member re- o
ported such & fac® to biw; sor will Lieut Sharp- \'.j
lry desire the reputation of so doing. Lient. | the
Sharpley did take commagd of the compsny when | 12
Cipt. Drew beecame too exhausted to procecd ;:
farther, and led the company until rendered | for
senstless by the cannon ball, when be was carried | 12
from tha fleld by privates Meriam and J. 8, :;,:
spaulling, sud war not scen agnin by the com- | los
pany unkil it recched Centreville. Liont. Weed | ¥V
tunk eommand after the mi<fortans to Lieut. 5., ::j
| and (o bim is dae the eredit of taking the com- | did
pany iote Lattle and bripging it of, showing ]
threughout ull the coolness and sell-possossion ;::
asoribed to Lieul. Sharpley. Me, certainly, was | em
ably steonded by Orderly Baio. It would be .:r‘
unjust to Licut. Weed nut to give him the honor | y,,
which Ledeserves. Licat, W. is gowin command | tar
of the company, sod ool a st Licutensnt of :It:
auuther company; as agother report says, 2
We are recruiting up now, and are cceupied | opi
wostly on guard duty. We have now two com- ':;I'
penics cach day for gusrd — one for wm picket ‘h:,
gused, and the other nsa goard about the cazp, | swe
Siuge Gen. McClellan Lns taken cummand, we saiy
Lave been kept very clese, only two being allow- :‘:,“
odout of camp at a time, and then cnly with a | not
written pass  OFicers sl men are debarred frow | W3
the pleasure of golng to Washiogton, Un this .lb"l
’ 4
actount, iptoxicating drinks hove almest dic- F
eppeared from camp. This produces a very
bencficial effect upon the haalth of the men. We
have but fow in the hospital now, |
Yosterduy was o very sad day with us, render- '
ed so by the death of Corporsl Huntley of the =
Waterhury company. Ilis Jisense was diptheria. ot
Appropriate and very solewn exercises were beld, | 0
and the corpse ‘ras started on ita homeward 1
joarney.  Tooday we sre called to mourn snother J
brother soldier— private Dow, from the same 1
company, who died of the same diseasé. Thus (
bave four of our nuwwber been laid low by this | .
terrible dicoase, There are several others in the | 5
Luepital suffering from diptheris, but none which I
are contidered dangerous. The bodies of thee 1
young wen have been sent bome to their friends | T
Ly the wembers of the company | E
Company 1. bas five mon in the hospital at { W
present; Sergeant Stuart and E. K. Sibley are in A
the samp hozpital, The former was not wonnded ¥
us you reportod, but was sick with the measlos st 3\
Centerville upon the day of the battie. By al- 1
mant superhuman exertions he succeeded in walk- | ¢
ing to Alexandria, and has since beon very weak. :
Sibley is down with the fever but is not consi- | 410
dered dangerously ill. Nelson 12 wounded in the E
hospital at Washington, whilo wo bicar that Cor- | It
poral Wileox nnd private Bates are very badly | ]
off in the hospital at Annapolis; with these ex- | -
ceptions the company areenjoying good health. Vi
fur regiment harve not yet commenced work
upin the entronchments but we are eumployed I?
rather s« an advanced guard. UOwer pickets oeon. | K
sonly get a zight at thaso of the enemy, but no A
shizmishing of importance has ceenrred, nor do | "l’lj‘
we anticipate any [urwand movement for some
timie to euna.  Indeed we are fn no condition Tor |
fuch o wove a8 wo have hall » dozen difleront
kinds of gans and bave but one shirt and one pair e
of socks apicee o that whien wa bing day] comes | s
wa nre in a bal x.  Our fare is hot much k- | Phel
proved, but the boys stand up under all these dif- | Gen
| fioaltirs wuch better than could be cspected, | g
How long they sl live with the miscable ra- | Biih
tious with which we are supplied is more than [ =
can t=ll; yet wo are promissd better rations some- 1 o0
| tivie, perbaps when we get back to Vermout, By | PO
the winy there hes beea tuch cxcitement ineasmp | ViOT:
for s few days paet owing to the romor; that we | the:
cannt be Lell vut of the stale more that three por

I eco by tho numbers of your paper which you
. 1 &3 o
many items reopioting our regiment amd position

it of

have coon eu ki pend e, that you pel

frow different aunrters, which are trus
bat others ars wonelly basels &,
that this ~
#tante they arc ile rumors, whove (rigin nobody |
can trace, but which spring Into being with every
foar or purmire of cvery widier incamp. I shall
endeavor in whatever 1 write you, to state what
I know or bave giod reseon to believe.

You may have learncd that Col. Emith has hoen
placed in command of the forves stationed st this
point, coneisting st present of the Maine 6th, snil
an artitlery and cavalry company, besides
own regiment, Other regitnents will soon be sta.
ticned here—umong them the 2 Vermont.

This puint is obviously s very important one
The ** Chain Bridge” which gives mame to the
place, is n thing of the past. The bridge whica
now stands in its place 15 & subsisutial arched
bridge—pussing over uot inly the river, but the
whole low valley, between the high blufls ou
cither gide. This bridge is now so defomded, that
the rebels will not be likely toattack it, though at
Full's Church, =even milex distant, und at Vienna,
eleven miles distant, they have large foroes.

There is greater danger of an attack by a 10100
fording the Kiver ahove an!l cotalng down on this
side To prepare for such a possible attack a
battery is now in process of construction on the
bill back of the camp. which, with heavy guns,
will command a wide extent of territory ou both
sides of the river.
| Another cirenmstanee which adds importance
to this location is the fact that it eommands the
retervoir from which Washington draws it» prio-
cipal supply of water. This reservoir lies a few
rods ab.ve us, bisested by the boundary lioe of
the distriet. Could the rebels gain this point,
Washington woull easily fall inte their bands,
They are well aware of thie, and may, in their

1 I not wopsdor |

d bappen, s in almost overy In- |

mr

preseat state of nssurance, make the attack ;

‘o suceeed will be amother thing.

Our pickets brought in this morniag four pro

fesswdly Unionmen,and a “‘contraband,” all flecing
impressment. They report the rebels are soouring
the country impressing forage, provisions, horses
and men indiseriminately. Two of the wen have
been discharged, what will be dune with the con-
traband i not yet dotermined. [ hopo be will be
ailowed bis freedow.

Capt. Eeaver of the Hartfond Co,, hae been ap-
pointed Prevost Marshal of this vicinity, and in
that capacity hasb en veory active in breaking
up ram-selliog establishments. The Colonel is
bent on breakiog up drankennese. Ha condemned
four men tu march four hours out of six for
twenty-four hours, & day or twoage. The lesson
bas been very salutory.

Augz. 5. Movemen's in camp have Leen very
etirring Iast Jast night and this moraning, indicat.
ing the apprehension of an imwediate attack.—
An extra picket went up the river at s Jate
hour last might, and this morming a still
larger forca bas moved iu the same direction, part-
1y a¢ guard and partiv 8¢ workmeu 0 prepare
means of defence.  The foree on our fortilation
here is 10 be double®. Hwrdly cnongh for pusrd
will be 1oft in Camp. AL D

TROM THE 2D VT, REGIMENT,
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1 poticc that some revorts bave gome to Rar-

mtnthe, and that wo shall then gn bome fur the | T

lington ¢ neerning the “Verment Guard” not aaite
in mccenlance with truth.  For justacce, tho |
Times dfn"b' 2th fRy# - —Lieus. &l:p'[e’ Car-
ried the company 3210 the batile snd broaght it
off, showing throughout the contest the utmost
coolness and sell-possession. A canzoa shot
struck exactly st Lix feet on one oceasion, plow-
ing the earth and knocking him senseless; Lot
on rising, hie weat in agma.  He ware ally seconded
by Liewt. Weed” [ do not wish to detract in
| the least from the merits of Lieut. Sharpley.
Ho bas guiped the reputation of being & brave

urpess of reeruiting ap. 1 think the boys are and
tit Lotesich ot al), mor ave Lhey disconraged, e e
but they wouldu't abject tv = ghort furicegh. | Phe
All vir grumbiing about ver guns bids fair to _“‘ |
cense, s we have intclligeree to-day from Mr biti
Hateh thut e éxpents to procure riffed musliets | ol
for ur. Gen. Davis and Licut, Gov. Undorwood,
visited our camp to-day, ucdoubtedly for the pur- I B
poss of Bnisling our equipment of 1
We hare heard to-day that we are to wove to { Law
the meighborboud of the 34 regiment, io a few day
daye. At any rale you must not cxpect ws to | 1.8,
move 10 Vermont until Je. Davis and his rebel P
rrew are na whers w. I_ ~
a‘._',ll
GEN. PIEKCE ON THE BATTLE oF | V1
B1G BETHEL. L ‘I‘
Dol
It will be remembered that Brigadur Gen. Lo
E. W, Pieroe, of the Massachusetts Militia, A ‘;
Wi
commanded the delachment which made the the
night attack on Great Bethel, in Jope Jast. \Mr
The tailure to capture the place was attril- ;I:a'i
uted at first pretty generally to the inexperi- - _u
eneo and ineflicieney of Gen. Pieroe.  There hu.r;
wore many however, who, from the first el
reports of the transaction, believed the cxpe- l‘“ﬂ
dition  badly  planned, and  that h ;
General Batler  should  bear o good it
share of the diseredit, which atr first R
wis thrown exelusively on Gen, Piereo, .
tivn. Picree having fulfilled the term ol
¢ rvice fur which he was sent, and returned slq;la
t civil Bte, hos published in the Boston | o i3
papers, a statement intended to frep himself L;m
from the Llame, unjustly. as he thioks, W"']
impated to him.  The mmun part of that " fw
statement 1= the following : 'ﬁt
On the Oth of June I received orders {rom Gen. the
Dutler, and accompanying them a plan for an
expedition to rout a force of the enemy stationed |
ol Big Dethel. The particular regiment to pro- s
coed from Hasiplon to make the attack was desiz- | The
nated in the opder.  Upan inguiring as to what ko
rebel loron there was there, 1 was told by the s
commatding Genersl that bo had ordered the | com
roper reconnoiseance to be made, and had asecer- N. |
tained that there wrs 8! that point about 500 of | '
the enemy. Ilelying upon this, and in obedience T
to the order of the commanding General, I pro- \
seeded on the might of June Bib, to the attack on | 49U
Hig Bethel. It was by his order that I took new | hee
recruits, who had never been under fire, aed who Mes
hnd bardly been in camp 8 wonth, and contrary to | * )
all the established raies of warfare, to marchat | of t
widnight 12 miles into the country. without one the
moment’s rest, and with only 20 rounds of cart-
ridge. to make an attack upon an esemy of un- | disl
knowa sumlers, sod ss wo found, stromply en- 1
treoched in masked batteries,

It was by the ovder of the commanding Gencral | two
that I was provided with cnly two emall howitzers dis
and one six-pounder, with only 12 rounds of ear-
tridges—hardly sufficient for 5 minutes fire—to | the
attach a mashed battery of at least sz well- att
mosated cannon.

It was by the dizection of the cowmarnding | the
Gencral that every man in the detacshment which th
went from Camp Hamilton wore on his lefe arm :
a white badge: that, as the attack was to be
made in the night, or the gn';. of the morning,
and by detachments from two different camps, no
aceident might ecour; apnd it was to the peglect \
on the part of bim who ordered the expedition let
agd arranged the pisa to notify the detachment | **'
from Nowport News of that badge, (hat I attrib- | con
ute the most lamentable occurrence of that day— b
tho collision of friends in the murning. Indeed | ®%
1 have sinee learned that the white badges wore | of

| suen on our arms by thoss who first fired upon us, wh
| but alas ! for them they hnd po ifivance.

The orders given me in to the attnck | We
were explicit, yet they betray a want of know- 11
ledge of the envmy's position and pumbers. Had
the opportonity been afforded me to have made s | un
reconnoisance mysell, I am confident that the ar
defeat, t least, would not have onr, And yet, | 0

| withs 0]l these inadequate preparatiors, 1 think, | exe
bhad the enemy’s right centre been as vigor- | o
vasly assaulted by the New York as was
their left by the Masachusetts and Vermont, we ]
might, at least, have entered the battery, though | 4:7
]lltﬂlnﬂl'!w bave been drivem out; for it
must be reeoliected that Big Bethel is much | fro
easior of nocess from Yorktown, the rendezvous at =
that time of 12,000 s cession troops, than from | ¥
FPortress Monroe. sta

It was 2ot until the T and Fifth New York an
: bad been completely demoralized, and
l incompetent from exbaustion to continue | Bu



