The 68th at Buil Run.

Tie: annexed letter from one of the gallant
69th, who was taken prisoner with Colonel
Corcoran at the Battle of Bull Run, gives
some interesting details regarding that
event, and the subsequent treatment of the
prisoners by the Confederates, which have
not heretofore been laid befors the pub-
lic :—

New Yorx, Oct, 12, 1861
Th the Editor of the Irisk-American :

Sir—An anythiog relating 1o the late campalign
of the 69th, and the present unfortunate position
of ita brave Colone] and rome of itz membem,
wust be interesting to your readers. I desire to
1 ]ay before them through the medium of {onr
wido rpread columon, the following eketch as
‘well to correct certaln prevalent erroneous im-
presafons as to prasent rome facts on the sub.
jec;"hllherto unpublished, and unknown to the

blic.

v JPopular as the corps was, It had many griov-
ances (moat of which were owing to the bastiness
of ita organization, and the shortnesa of its term
of service). but It scema to me that the report of
Brigadier General Sherman after the battie of
Bull Run, containa a atatement which docs the
greatest injustice to the Regiment, and which has
become the heavler grievance from being borne
in silence snd thereby tacitly admitted. He
aayn, ‘“after tho repulse of the 2d Wisconain
regiment, the ground w=s open for the 80th, who
sdvanced and held it for some time, but finally
£oll brek In confurion.” Ilo omitted saying what
raeny witnessed, and what Col. Corcoran, con-
firmed in Richmond (when we firat saw the re-
por’? that he rode up and ordered Col. Corcoran
to draw off his men, while we were still obsti.
nately maintaining our ground, not only againat
the maln strength of the Confederntes’ hitherto
engaged, but, also, while preased hard on the
right flank by the fresh troops (Johpsow’s) which
Gen. Smith and Col. Elzey had just brought from
Maunasras, and which, accordiog to the official re-
port of these oflicers, numbered 8 000 men. I do
not pretend to asy that we could have held the
positlon againat such overwhelming oddr, but as
we did so until ordered to abandon it, simple
Justice and fair play ahould have prompted Sher-
man to tell the wchols trath. The maover in which
he mavaged, or ratber misnanaged his brigade,
1amore open to comment than the conduct of any
regiment during the day. Inferiorfnnumbers a8
we were 10 the enemy, he increased the disad-
vantage by keeping one excellent corps idle (the
18th N. Y. V.), and bringing the othern into ac-
tion and 5 &1l g one to
be broken b«i{bn another was 5mnght toitasop-
port, and thus throwing away the only ohance of
success that remained. Notwithstanding the
heavy reinforcements the Confederates hud re-
ceived. they wero ro badly beaten and disheart-
ened up to this timn that thero can scarcely be sz
doubt but that a vigorous, almultaneous, and
combined attack of Sherman’s brigade and
Koyea' wonld have carried their position Instead
of this, after our regiment (leading the column)
had turned thelr right uuder Gen Evana, dis.
persed and almost destroyed the crack cmfa of |!
the South—the N. O. Zouaves, instead of follow.
ing up onr advantage und pushing home the ly-
ing foe wo gave them time to change their posl
, conoentrats their strength, and deploy thelr
freah troopa. ve reason to be thankfal |«
that o;:‘rm tllxgeg:nhby“m;‘no: entirely fatal to
28 it woul ve 0
MR 16 Genaral B aen bad not Beauregard's
oarried. Agalu, when our attack failed, and the
retreat began, Col Corcoran endeavored to cover
it by forming his men ln square, in which order
it moved to the point at which we croased Ball

narrowness of the pxth down the bluffs that
formed the west bank, it had to be reduced to s
column. Sherman, who wasin the aquare. told
the men to got away as fast zs they could as the
enamy’s cnnlzovum coming. This prevented
Col. Corcoran from reforuing the men in equare
on the other aide of the Run,a movement whioh
would have not only effectually repelied the
enemy, but would also have covered the retrost
of every battory 1oat subsequently. It was in his
endeavors to remedy the disorder and atraggling
caused by this ¢ license to 7un,” that Col Corco.
ran (who, from thu unfortunato and jrreparable
loes of Haggerty, and the absence of all his staff,
‘was obliged to be somewhat in the rear) was out
T frotn main body of the regiment, by the
enemy’s horse, and being able to rally onli nine
men, moved into a small house, to make a better
defence, but was Induced by some of his officers
10 sul ler B8 resistance was hopoloss  Mean-
time abont half & dozen men had joined him st
the house, of whoeo arrival he was ignorant.
Trifling as the reinforcement was, he surrender-
ed so reluctantly that I verlly believe had he
known of it he would not havesurrendered with.
out s deaperate fight. As I shared all his subve-
anent misfortubes, and witneseed the manly for-
tude with which he bore them, the conslstent
dignity with which ho repelled all overtnres for
aoy paroje that would tie up hls bands from the
Unfon Esuse, and reponlsed some Sonthern
friends who endeavored to seduce him from it, It
may not be improper to sketch his prison life.
Owing to the inadequate arrangements for our
sccommodation in Richmond It was the after-
1noon of the 24th, bejore some of us got anything
toeat, 0 that we had eaten only once in four
days. Thocolonel was exmmelz exhanated, bot
denired all his men to be bronght to him ¢ that
he might take & look at—and know,” as he sald,
¢ those who had dome their duty'to the last.”
Len.mmgb that eomo had no money, and wanted
olothing badly, ho gave $20 outof nis own scanty
a 0 be laid out for their use. He also
pure! and sent s number of shirts to the
wounded of his corps, and sent aome money to
many of them also. He was never atlowed to
go%out, not even to the hospital, to see hia
wounded men, which latter I heard bim com-
plain somewhsat of. He was kept quite apart
even from us who were In the same bnllulnf{.
y

although some of us managed to sco him dal
or oftenar. I wish to contradict, however, &
statement which has obtained universal currency
abcut him, wnd which Is an unmitigated false-
hood. He never was in irons, nor was he threat-
ened with them from hiscapture until his re-
moval to Charleaton on the 10th ult,, when we
lasteaw him. Rigidly as ho was watched, and
{nn as was the importance attached to his safe
ceping—~the consistent bearlog of which I have
already spoken, had won for bim the respect of
every Sontherner, and thoogh it at tirat drew on
him “the virulent abuse of the Richmond press,
even it ultimately changed its tone and dec)
¢ that the consistent obstinacy of that most im-
gndent and inveterato of the Yankee prisoners,
ol, Corcoran, was preferable by far to the re.
pentant protessions and cringing courso of some
prisoncrs to obtain a parole.”’ "As 10 our general
treatment it waa . harsh, although as long as
any hope of the Government making an exchange
remained, our guards wers courteous and com-
municative, and I feel bound t0 say that the os-
valry to whom we surrendered (she Clay Dra-
Ewu) aoted in every respect liko chivalrous and
onorable men. Latterly, however, some regi-
ments of raw recruits—mere conscript boys, whom
the 10 per cent levy had drawn ont, committed
Rreat atrocities on the prisoners, firlng through
the windows at us on the slightest pretence of
breach of the regulations Several shots were
fired Into the room where tho (9th were confined, |
and ono man of the 2d N. Y. S. M was wotnded |
inthearm. Shots fired Into the buildings were
- aald to have resulted fatally, but as we could not |
 get to them I cannot vouch for the fact positive-
1y, Atrocties like these, coupled with too pros
 peot of being sent further South, lnduced many
to try and escape, but the great majority fafled,
and wore put fn irons As, howover, noue of the
69ih, save Lwo who were unsucceseful, had tried,
your correspondent thought it became the honor
0f the COTP3 10 MIRC 21 ALCMPE, sid, Mcumpas
nied b{ Sergeant O'Donolne, of Co. K, and
Peter Kelly, o1 Co. J, left Richmond on the 18+h
wlt. the rentries in disguise, Captaln
Mufmr. who Intended to accompany us, was un.
fortunately suspeoted by the guard,and put in
irons I regret to see he haa since been sent to
New Orleans. Our provisions g:lb.. of crackers)
s00n ran out, but Virginia i« full of corn, and wo
lived on the enem{. Afler travelibg & week
(solely at dead of night) we came on the Confe-
erate linea on the Fotomac, above Aquis CroeXk,
snd after running into the moet advauced caval
ry outpost, from Which we escaped narrowly, and
Joming [n contact with sentrics for miles along
the river, we at length found shelter and con-

apd were sent aboard the Fankee We desim to
acknowledge gratefully the kindoess and atten.
tion we riceivod foom' the Kentlemanly officers
and crew of the Yankee. The engineer, Mr. Car-
penter, aud one of the oW furuished me with &
complete anit of clothing which took away m
naked, balf savage appearance, and the stewn
Mr. Fitzp 10 our and

with almilar h y
this aid was no way offjolal, znd cama mle?‘
from & generons and humane spirit we shall :{
ways cherish grateful feelings towarcs these
nUemes. From Lieatenant Rom, of the Navy
, Washington, and the ¢a of the Phida-
t Trasiag, 3.':‘31"":.:"“’ of Lhis oo
mon! 3 of .
umm,wml .‘r'vzirtruo .::th' "
urs
* 778 K. RoRTY.




